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Statistics show that there are just as many male prostitutes as female prostitutes in many societies. While female prostitution has received enormous societal and academic attention, the issue of male prostitution has been muffled by a culture of silence. In her latest book, Males for Sale, world reknowned sociologist Ayse Kudat addresses the marketing of boys and men for purposes of sex around the world in both the current and historical contexts. Males for Sale is the book that will lift the veil of silence that has obscured the topic of male prostitution by bringing the subject to the attention of the U.S. audience and the popular media. Although the book is based on extensive research by a professional sociologist, Males for Sale is an accessible and gripping account of the social phenomenon of male prostitution. Each chapter is filled with case studies portraying dramatic real-life accounts of male prostitutes. The book will likely generate discussion and controversy, appealing to the mass audience because of its shocking data and case studies and its hot subject matter, but Males for Sale is by all means an objective and scientific account of the untold stories of “the oldest profession.” The author of Males for Sale hopes that her research can do for the issue of male prostition what the Kinsey Reports did for the issue of sexuality in general.

Males for Sale shows that male-male sexual relationships (MSM) were widespread in many ancient civilizations and in tribal societies. Tracing the development of MSM throughout history, Males for Sale demonstrates that long lasting exclusive male togetherness has been one of the key factors contributing to MSM.  Starting with hunter-gatherer societies, adult men and boys left the elderly, women and children behind for extensive periods of time. During these periods of male exclusivity the sexual dominance of boys by adult males was part of an overall dominance pattern. As societies developed so did other male-only institutions. Many faith-based institutions, educational institutions, prisons, and the military brought men together and isolated them from the rest of the society for extensive periods of time, fostering MSM. Male-only occupations such as mining and construction also significantly contributed to MSM. Paying men to have sex with other men by such means as providing protection, giving gifts, making favors, in-kind payments as well as cash payments became a regular part of MSM. However, male dominated societies have suppressed the acknowledgement of regular MSM, resulting in silince concerning the causes and consequences of MSM, including the sale of young boys and male children for the purpose of sex.

Males for Sale shows that male prostitution is at least as old as female prostitution, explaining that the silence surrounding this phenomenon throughout the world makes men vulnerable to HIV/AIDS as well as to other ailments.  Males for sale are widespread in most societies, whether developed or developing. Males are sold for sex and/or market themselves to married men and women, exclusively to women as gigolos, or exclusively to gay men. Unfortunately, those traded consist primarily of young men and boys and, as such, abuse of male children, despite its universal nature, is suppressed. Males for Sale will bring the subject of male prostitution to the popular audience and stimulate conversation about the need to offer the same protections to male prostitutes that are given to female prostitutes. 
Internal and international migration, the development of tourism, the participation of women in economic life, the increase in life expectancy, globalization, and weakening of the systems of social control are shown to rapidly increase all forms of male prostitution. Today, boys and young men are either forcefully marketed or market themselves to heterosexual men, gay men, as well as to women.  The continued denial of this phenomenon not only makes it impossible to respond to the many problems that this group of males and their clients face, but also hinders the formulation of measures to effectively protect young boys from abuse and forced participation in sex trade.  

Chapter by Chapter Summary

Each chapter is filled with case studies based on interviews performed by Ayse Kudat herself and on case studies discovered through her research. These case studies bring the book to life, humanizing the issue while providing real life support for the author’s conclusions. The book also contains an extensive bibliography. 
Introduction
The introduction includes the case study which led Ayse Kudat to write Males for Sale. The inception of this research project took place in 1971 when Ayse visited the Turkish Consulate in Germany to ask for permission to sit in on Consulate meetings with Turkish immigrants to conduct research for a sociology project. One of the first meetings she attended was with a Turkish immigrant who had threatened to kill his son because every night his wife and son (from a previous marriage) threw him out of the bedroom so that they could have sex. The father ended up leaving his son and wife and became a gigolo because there were so many old women in Berlin at the time who were starving for attention. This story led Ayse to wonder how many other men had entered the sex market and she embarked on a research project which continued over the past four decades. Over the years the author has discovered that the hidden subculture of male prostitution has caused enormous suffering for all players in the male sex market. As the coordinator of the 1985 United Nations Conference on Women, Ayse sat through days and days of speeches portraying women as victims of prostitution, abuse and rape, as hundreds of women sat eagerly anticipating the formulation of new projects to help these women. It occurred to Ayse that as long as these issues were viewed as exclusively female problems, rather than as human problems, men and young boys would continue to suffer. 

A Case Study Example:

In the 1970’s masses of Turkish immigrants left a country where they had no land, no money, or prospects of inheritance, to line up in the streets of European countries to work as unwelcomed “guest workers,” struggling daily to come to terms with the strange customs and traditions of their new homes. At first only the husbands were sent. A few bra burning ceremonies later, large European companies began expressing a desire to hire young women and Turkish wives were given a chance to join their husbands in the name of “family integration,” what in reality was part of an attempt by governments to solve the housing shortages created by large waves of immigration. The ‘invitation’ of the host countries led to a temporary halt of chauvanism and many brave husbands encouraged their wives and daughters to go work in Europe on their own. Osman’s wife was one of the new female Turkish immigrants allowed to work in Germany. Two years after his wife’s departure, Osman’s application to join his wife in Germany was finally granted and he left the land of kebab to discover the land of schnitzel.
After Osman joined his wife and found work he invited his son from a previous marriage to join them in Germany. They were “comfortable” in a single room flat. They had to walk two stories down to use the toilet shared with other tenants, but there was a cooking area with running water to wash themselves. The cozy atmosphere in the flat might have been the cause of the following events...or perhaps the traditions once acquired back home might have all deteriorated to make Osman’s wife throw him out of their marital bed to start a sexual relationship with his son. It was all out in the open. Osman went crazy, but no one seemed to care. He went to the Turkish consulate to complain, threatening to kill his son, but no one seemed to think that there was anything to be done. What could he gain by being the macho and killing the wife? Or even both the wife and his son? He would end up in prison just to defend his masculinity. If he took off, where would he go? Who would take care for the other children that they had left behind in their village? On the other hand, how could he face anyone in the village if they knew that he had been thrown out of his own bed by his son and his current wife?
Angry, hesitant, and torn between what was expected of him as a man and what he had ended up being, a second husband with his son as the first, he found himself sitting in the subway, not wanting to go home and not having anywhere else to go. He noticed that a middle aged woman, perhaps a bit older, was looking at him. She looked, he looked, and the invitation in her eyes made him to think that “God was great”. He did not know a single word of German. He decided to get off the train when she got off and walked with her in silence. She invited him to her flat with hand gestures. Upon entry, he realized that he had stumbled upon the much talked about ‘civilization’ of Berlin. Her flat was a palace compared to where he lived. Osman did not feel that he knew much about the art of lovemaking, but he employed every single one of the tricks he had up his sleeve and made sure he took a long time.  He just sat there afterwards and she made no gestures asking him to leave. He lay in her bed and fell asleep. The next morning, before he left for work, he complemented her as much as he could, but left the real message for the evening...that he would meet her again. She took  him to the metro and pointed to her watch to indicate the time that she would pick him up later that day. She left him with the kind of smile that he had missed for so long, and gave him shirts, ties and other gifts once they arrived at her home later that evening. She even had a bathroom!!! He washed, wore the new outfits and ate the meal she had prepared for him. İt had been so long since anyone had prepared a meal for him, his wife being busy with her job and his son. He served her to the best of his ability for almost a year and saved his entire earnings from the factory job. He saved expenses on meals, rent, clothing, and entertainment. He also learned a few tricks. During the rest of his stay abroad, he changed many clients, all over 70 years of age. Whoever was more generous, he stayed with longer. His wife wanted to return to him, but he did not even consider it.   Nor did he ever send money for the children he had from her.
When the wife did not stop begging him, he though that one way of saving face back home would be to pretend that he had never left her. On the condition that she would pay for everything and take care of all the children they had left behind in Turkey, he agreed to take residence with her. But the life she was able to afford did not compare with the lifestyle that he had become accustomed to during the past few years. Thus, while returning to the flat of his wife if and when he wanted, he continued servicing new clients and enjoying a much better life. Moreever, the friends that he acquired at work appeared to respect him a great deal since he was now a man going out with so many different women. 

Chapter 1: What is a “Male for Sale” ?

Who are the male prostitutes and who are their clients? Males for Sale is a book that discusses men who prostitute for other men, gigolos who prostitute for other women, men who market themselves to both males and females, and young boys who are pushed into the market exclusively for the purpose of sex work. This chapter summarizes the definitions of male prostitution as developed by other authors and academics. 
The first chapter also discusses the relationship between the sex trade industry and the drug industry, the territorial proximity of areas where male and female prostitutes work, and the interrelationship between male prostitution and male dominance and the concept of machismo.

Questions addressed in the first chapter include: what are the types of clients, what is it that makes men choose prostitution, and who are the intermediaries and the managers/merchants? Who are they, what do they do in different societies, and how do their roles differ? These intermediaries are also often involved in the pornography industry. How did the concept of gigolo develop over time? Why is it incorrect to assume that a gigolo is always a macho man? A lot of gigolos provide services to both sexes. There is a discussion of the elite prostitutes, the ones that are marketed a la Richard Gere in “American Gigolo.” They are available to an exclusive market. This chapter also explores the fact that consistently, a male prostitute has a far higher return for his services than a female prostitute. 

Why does male prostitution happen? Why do men sell their bodies for sex? One explanation is simply that historically this has always been a phenomenon and things are not likely to change. The phrase “the oldest profession” comes to mind. 

Chapter 2: Why are Males for Sale?
A Historical Overview

Chapter two includes a historical review of male prostitution and discusses how male dominance in society and a culture of silence has hindered research on this subject. In ancient Greek civilization, for instance, sex between older men and younger boys was part and parcel of the culture. Young boys were taken in by older men for the purpose of being mentored, part of the mentoring process involving sex. In the Roman empire young boys were often sold to men. The chapter looks at the important role of young boys in the elite classes and lives of Roman emperors. There is also a look at the role of boys and young men in Christianity and a look at the role of boys in ancient Indian temples and then through the British colonial period. Other historical accounts include research from the Japanese, Chinese and Ottoman empires.
The historical review then looks at male prostitution in the recent past of countries such as the United Kingdom, the United States, Africa, and Latin America. In conclusion, the chapter shows that males for sale have always been a part of civilizations around the world, and increasingly class issues have cropped up, where slaves were not only used for labor but also for sex. Sodomy became legally acceptable or not acceptable at different times throughout history depending on the views of the ruling class. Here the book shows that male prostituion has always existed, and asks whether we will ever be able to solve its problems.

What are the Key Factors that Explain the Existence of Males for Sale?
After the historical review, this chapter goes on to explore what factors lead to male prostitution. Often suppressed sexual desires are more easily met through purchase of sexual services. In many societies having male/male relationships is a way of keeping the population under control. The development of human settlements in urban areas also aids the creation of sex markets. The creation of class systems and social stratification allows the upper classes to use the lower classes for purposes of sex. Social inequity, poverty and slavery are factors that make certain people less powerful than others and susceptible to the sex market. Selling sex has been part of the class structure throughout history. Urbanization has also been a very important factor in the development of male prostitution. Demographic pressures and poverty force many of the poor to simply abandon their children, often with the knowledge that they will be abused for sex. Male bonding and togetherness is another factor. From early hunting parties to military life, religious organizations, even boarding schools, male togetherness has often led to male/male sexual relationships and the abuse of younger males. These male groups have developed cultures of silence. Male dominance in most societies has allowed this culture of silence to flourish. Sexual preferences are also a factor. Globalization has also contributed to the spread of males for sale. The crystaliization of class structures has made it possible for men to sell their sexual services as long as they do not marry outside of their class. In recent years there is also a much wider acceptance of different kinds of sexual preferences outside of the heterosexual marriage framework. The stronger role of women in the cash economy has allowed women, not just men, to become clients in the male sex market. The fact that women often live an average of ten years longer than men creates a market for male prostitution, expecially in the sexual tourism industry. 
One example used in this chapter is that of a poor turkish man who was unable to support his son, so he took him to another man who said that he would be able to find the son a good job. One day the father went to visit his son and saw him dressed as a woman. He then understood exactly what job the son was performing, but the employer gave the father a significant amount of money, and the father left with the money instead of his son.
This chapter asks “what is a man?” from a social perspective and from a man’s own perspective, including a survey of academic literature on the subject. This section talks about the biological and social issues of men. A discussion of the Kinsey reports shows how diverse peoples’ sexual preferences were even in the 1950’s and that a silent sexual subculture was finally acknowledged through Kinsey’s thorough and objective research. Here Males for Sale discusses how globalization has changed our values about sex and addresses the role of pornography in the global economy. The book asks whether the spreading acceptance of homexuality has been a factor in the spread of male prostitution. The book includes a section on how the demand for male prostitution has developed among both male and female clientele. 

Other factors addressed include how sexual abuse at a young age can also be a determinant in men selling their bodies and the development of sex tourism, especially sex tourism by adults to countries where they can access minors for sex. There is a significant discussion about the role of migration and the social geography of prostitution. For instance, initially most migration to the U.S. was male, and female prostitution played a role in the geography of a developing America. There is a discussion of how migration from Turkey has induced many men to become gigolos, and migration to Turkey, especially for the purposed of selling drugs, has led to the growth of a male sex market. Examples are given from many other countries such as Argentina and Vietnam.
The chapter ends with a look at the economic aspects of the sex trade and a discussion of how modern communication has changed the sex trade, especially the development of the internet.

Chapter 3: How has Male Prostitution Occurred over Time?

In much of North Africa, America and Europe, pedophelia is endemic. Many young boys run away from home and end up in the sex market. What does current research say? What can we find in movies, literature and fiction? This chapter also reviews scientific studies on the subject and goes over numbers and statistics, asking “what are the common characteristics of males for sale?” Then the chapter goes through examples from various countries and discusses the different forms of male prostitution. Research shows that there are as many male prostitutes as female, but the issue of male prostitution has not received as much attention and therefore the issue is not properly understood. 
Males for Sale includes a long discussion of gigolos and the different types of gigolos that exist: “golden boys,” “lap dogs,” etc. How did the gigolo market come to be so hot? What are the incorrect generalizations about gigolos? Some gigolos have written books and given interviews and excerpts are included here. How do they explain the secrets of their success? How have women come into the sex market with so much cash in their hands and what are their expectations?. 
The book also talka about transvestites and transexuals and their role in history. All societies have individuals how defy simple gender classification. Many societies, such as various Native American societies, fully accepted gender bending individuals as opposed to viewing them as outcasts. Those societies who do treat them as outcasts often force these indivdiuals into the sex market. The book looks at evidence that often early child abuse or rejection is linked to males selling their bodies later in life. 

Chapter 4: Child Prostitutes
Factors such as extreme poverty, incest, rape, the desire to prevent the fragementation of a family’s estate, the fact that the child may not be wanted, have been among the more frequent reasons for the abandonment of children. In history it was assumed that if you abandoned your child someone with a good heart would take it in. In Roman literature, for example, there is the tale of Romulus and Remus being abandoned in the woods where a she-wolf raises them until they grow up and found the city of Rome, becoming rulers. Males for Sale cites many other specific examples, for instance in Lyon, France in the 18th century it is estimated that one out of three children were abandoned. Current examples are cited, such as a study showing that many families in London are selling children to merchants knowing that they will be used for sex. 
The book looks at how abuse of children takes place in institutions. Examples are given of children being abused in nursery schools, in boarding schools, modern sex slavery, and how children are also used for trade in drugs and arms. 
Males for Sale asks, what will happen now? What is the main problem? What happens to these male prostitutres as a result of their activities? Health issues, suicide, etc. What are the life risks that they take? Evidence on AIDS and other STD’s is given. What legislation and protection exists for these men and boys? A country survey is given. What efforts are being made at the national level to legalize prostitution? Legalization may lead to health support. The book also asks how the fight against cyber crimes and pornography can help young boys. There is a discussion of Child Online Protection Act and other measures that governments have taken to protect children. A discussion of human rights issues is included, noting that there are all several UN protocols on the protection of female prostitutes, but none that are aimed at the protection of male prostitutes.
The book also notes that families often feel less protective of male children than female children with the assumption that boys and young men can take care of themselves. Families need to be aware of these issues and more protective of their male children. 

